Above: four artist's impressions faithfully
constructed from detailed descriptions of *
sightings.

(] George Wild studying the sky over
Ossett with Quest magazine's features editor
Mark Birdsall

“WE'VE got rid of most of the cranks,
although we still get some calling us,”
says burly prison officer George Wild.
But as one of the country’s leading
authorities on unidentified fying objects

LFOs vou musl expect a few
sirange encounters

Mr Wild, of Ossett. a member of the Lecds-
hased Yorkshire UFO Societv and OTganIser ol
the world’s first International UFO Conference,
¢ held in Ossett Town Hall next Sepiember,
has devoled the past 25 vears (o the study ol
Linidentified Flying Objects

He has travelled the couniry searching for
sightings and dealing with people who have
had their own close encounters
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“We offer a counsel-
ling service to help peo-
ple understand what has
happened to them to
the best of our ability
We can’t tell them what
they've seen because we
don’t know,” he said

But from the immense
amount of mformation
gathered on the sociely’s
six-page Sighting Report
Form, he and his fel-
low researchers can sce
patternsemerging. Tumb
ling triangular shapes
with shining lighis or
TOON long cigar shaped
crafls are some of the
more common sightings
arcund this area

“We collect all this
miormation o draw
people’s  attention 1o
UFOs"™ said Mr Wild

Governments are
keeping the information
they have wvery quiet
They know they are
there, bbut cover it up. If
we don’t do i, no-one
will” We collute all our

mlormation so that we
can solve the mystery be
hind UFOs."

With all the informa-
tion that his large filing
syslem can offer Mr
Wild can tell some ter-
rifying stories  about
people who have called
on him and the rest of
the YUFOS team

Interest

“There is a tremen-
dous amount of interest
in LIFOs at the moment
but 12 years ago il was
a struggle 1o mantain
the society,” said M
Wild who is looking
forward to hosting the
International LUFO Con-
lerence  on  September
3

Speakers from Bel-
gium, Germany and
France have been invit-
ed to the show and
YUFOS consultant.

Timothy Good, the
writer of “Above Top
Secret” which chronicles
the world-wide cover-
up of Ufology, is also
sel to attend the confer-
ence

When Mr Wild retires
from his job as a chiel
prison officer next year
he is hoping to devole
yel more of his time to
lracking down UFOs,
although his wife might

not e oo  keen.
“Women don't get too
involved,” he said

“Wives come to meet-
mgs and make sand-
wiches and tea but they
are not really interested
m it

Call Mr Wild a
“crank™ and wvou get
short shrift in return
he is  well-respected
around Wakefield where
he was a prison officer
for ten years, and well-
known in Ossett

And he believes he
has enough information
at his fingertips 1o con-
vince the most sceptical
dishelievers

The YUFOS Hot Line number is 0756 752216,




